Caldwell Ynited cflethodist Church

Januaryg 20, 2022

Greeting Caldwell Church family and friends

Well here we are mid-January; our first real snow fall, and winter weather. Hope everyone is staying
healthy; it seems as though some in our area are suffering from Covid related symptoms. Please be in
prayer for each other, and loved ones.

In the past several weeks, I have focused on the Epiphany [revealing] season; the weeks following the
Christmas season. The scriptures reveal to us that God is always at work through the events, and people
around us. From the Magi (wise men) who traveled home by a different road after finding the Christ
child. We read of Simeon, who had been led by God, to the Temple that day, so that his life’s desire was
fulfilled; to “d e p ar t ” atithe epdeoflife,eto know that God was faithful. Also, we hear of Anna,
God’s faithful servant, who had spent most of her adult life at the temple in Jerusalem; praying, telling
others of the Christ child, and serving the needs of God’s people. Each of these remind us that God was
making known the coming of the Messiah [the Christ] as the Savior of the world.

God works even through the unexpected, and the tragedies of life; we see this, in that God warned Joseph
in a dream to take “the Child and Mary his mother”, at night to Egypt; a journey they probably never ex-
pected to take. But God was working to protect Jesus, so God’s plan of redemption could be completed.
King Herod [the Great] planned to kill the child, who could threaten his authority and power. Evil cannot
stop God from working for us.

In God’s timing, Joseph, Mary and the Child Jesus, return to Nazareth; where Jesus would live. Jesus par-
ents would raise him in the ways of the Lord, teaching him the Scriptures, instructing him in worship and
ways to serving the local community. There is a gap in the early life of Jesus, which we may never hear
about; God was not absent, but very present with us in the life of Jesus.

This Sunday in Epiphany we will hear, how Joseph, Mary and now the adolescent Jesus; would each year

travel to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover. Something reminding us that God is faithful, and delivers the
Covenant people. Jesus, would soon be “Ba-mi t z ¥V eblreecd mMa ngon of 1t jwledch Cove
would allow him to be more active in worship.

Jesus must have been a good student, because we find Jesus [as did Joseph and Mary] at the Temple in
Jerusalem. Jesus had stayed behind, even though his family started back to Nazareth. After a frantic

search for Jesus, his parents find him, after “three days” of unknowing. They find him, and Jesus, says to

them, “Di & n you know | ha'd H o W& translate ithiny F B &sh Bbeurs i ne s
Even as a youth, Jesus was aware of a task that lie ahead of him.

The years of “s i | "eimtheéife of Jesus, will be revealed in the days ahead; as we find Jesus at the wa-
ters of Baptism, and the Holy Spirit preparing him for a journey which will truly complete the work “H i s
F a t "hhedmplanned for him to do.

Keeping you all in prayer. Blessings!
Rev. Jeff Coggins, your Pastor
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EAST OHIO CONFERENCE

SCI'lp'[ure IS 1 JOhn 47- 1 3 (NIV): OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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The first2022Chr i st S h dGSAM) wil be bhellutsday, January 27th. The menu
is Turkey Tetrazzini, salad, garlic bread, and a dessert. Meal ingredient sign-up sheets are avail-
able on the front table of the sanctuary. As the number of meals served the last several months

of last year increased, all contributions are greatly appreciated. The meal will be take-out from
5:00 to 6:00pm. Many thanks!

What 1s Epiphany Season?

The period from Christmas to Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent, is the season in the Liturgical
Calendar that we call Epiphany. The word “epiphany” means “manifestation” and refers in particular to
the manifestation of Jesus as Savior not only of the Jews, but of all the peoples of the world.

The first of these is the visit of the Magi, which we celebrate on January 6

The second of the “manifestations” is the story of the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptizer, when God
manifests Himself to the world with the sign of the Holy Spirit (the dove) and the voice from heaven like
thunder, saying “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

The third of the “manifestations” is celebrated on Transfiguration Sunday. This is the last Sunday be-
fore Lent begins, and closes the Epiphany season.
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Wh at does "confirmation" mean? Gonfirmation:

Onestepi
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Why Did Jesus Need to be Bapti

When Jesus comes to John for his baptism, it’s not because he needs to repent for sin, but “to ful-
fill all righteousness” (Matt. 3:15). When Jesus is baptized, it initiates his ministry as the true and
faithful Israel, who answered the call for righteousness perfectly. Whereas Israel had constantly
failed to keep the law and to heed the call of the prophets to righteousness, Jesus, in receiving
John’s baptism, was taking on the role of the only perfectly faithful Israelite. Thus, we have this
well-known vindication from the Father; “And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up
from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw Spirit of God descending
like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased’” (Matt. 3:16—17).



https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%203.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%203.16%E2%80%9417

Ki ss a ShiaJrakn uder2y , 2 2 0 wge

/ Y
W Vs
1= BAPRL —*

A
\ ’ o~

\= 8 Q 2 K

\ ==

The holiday aims to educate people about sea creatures and promote efforts to save ;
them. —

Sharks seem to have been around for a couple of million centuries, 400 million to be
precise. Sharks don't have bones, instead, they have cartilaginous tissues (a.k.a. the clear,
gristly things your ears and tips of the nose are made of); the lack of bones makes them

lighter and helps them be more buoyant8A shark's skin feels like sandpaper because it is
made up of small, teeth-like structures (dermal denticles) that point in one direction. Flip
them over, and they enter a trance-like state called 'tonic immobility;’ scientists use this
flipping-over technique while working on live sharks.
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JUSt (JO lt! It is a day that inspires us to do new things or to finally just do that one thing that we’ve been
procrastinating for a while. It inspires us to start changing things in life by doing the one tiny
thing we keep leaving undone — calling your gran, cleaning the garage, or writing that email.
One step can make a big change.

===

Nati onal Pl an #HTlanwarcytiao»®n DAz 2

We celebrate National Plan for Vacation Day every year on the last Tuesday in January to remind us to
start planning our vacations and to take time off from work and school. Vacations help people spend some
quality time with their family and friends, and it also helps with their mental health. Vacations also lead to
an increase in tourism, which ensures a well-functioning economy. According to
the U.S. Travel Association, more than half of all working people in the U.S. for- Lo W
feit paid time off at the end of the year. “All work and no play makes Jack a dull el
boy.” This saying still rings true when all you do is work without taking time to
rest and treat yourself.

avacation
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* Summer
Summer Camp 2022 Registratio camp

T

At East Ohio Camps, we want every camper to have a summer story 0l
full of fun, faith formation, adventure, and growth. Our hope is when
your child tells the story of what they did this past summer they include a week of camp.

Please encourage the children, youth, and families of your congregation to include East Ohio Camps
as a chapter of the story of summer 2022. The program options from which campers can choose are
posted on the summer camps website, WWW. eocuUummer camps. or g



https://www.eocumc.com/camps/summercamp2022.html
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PRUYER CONCERNS
5 Thongh Bev Ralston, Palg & Renny Farrar,

afz&”r@
Pavianng Sidwell, Tim Geary, Brooker Family

Our vetgrans and our world. Our tgachgrs and studgnts and thosg who assist them. We prag for an-
spoken requgests and thosg wg name in our heart. {Ind for gach other.


https://www.365promises.com/january-20.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2029:13&version=NIV&src=tools
https://www.365promises.com/january-21.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2097:10&version=NIV&src=tools
https://www.365promises.com/january-22.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%205:7&version=NIV&src=tools
https://www.365promises.com/january-23.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2010:13&version=NIV&src=tools
https://www.365promises.com/january-24.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2013:4-7&version=NIV&src=tools
https://www.365promises.com/january-25.html
https://www.365promises.com/january-25.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2084:11&version=NIV&src=tools
https://www.365promises.com/january-26.html

